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INTRODUCTION TO IPOLL Table of Contents

iPOLL is the world's most comprehensive and up-to-date source for United States public opinion data. The iPOLL database is at the core of a
full-text, question-level retrieval system, designed so that users can locate and examine responses to questions asked on national surveys on a
wide range of topics.

Through the use of subject, word, organization and date indexes, iPOLL allows the user to sift easily and efficiently through hundreds of
thousands of poll questions. For each item retrieved, iPOLL displays the complete question text and the percentage of the public giving each
response. iPOLL also provides complete study level information, including the name of the organization(s) that conducted the poll, the name of
the sponsoring organization(s) (when applicable), the dates when the poll was conducted, the polling method used, and a full description of the
sample.   

Most of the major survey research organizations that have done work in the areas of social and political research in the United States are
represented in iPOLL. Among them are The Gallup Organization, The Roper Organization, Louis Harris and Associates, the National Opinion
Research Center at the University of Chicago, ABC News, CBS News, NBC News, the Los Angeles Times, The New York Times, USA Today,
The Washington Post and the Associated Press, to name just a few. The Roper Center is indebted to all the organizations that have supported and
continue to support its mission. Their generous contributions of the data collected by their surveys have made possible the establishment and
growth of iPOLL

In this brief User's Guide to iPOLL, you will find information on effectively using the iPOLL web-enabled system. As you become familiar with
iPOLL, we trust you will find it to be a unique and valuable information source. As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions.
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The data in iPOLL come from surveys conducted in the United States since 1935 and are among the archival holdings of the
Roper Center for Public Opinion Research. While most of the information in iPOLL is taken from press releases or other reports
issued by polling firms, the Center also has computer-readable data-individual responses stored on diskette or other magnetic
media for many of the studies. All are national polls.

The vast majority of samples for these surveys consists of randomly selected US adults aged 18 years or over. Some variations on
national adult samples include surveys of national registered voters and national likely voters. The collection is updated on a daily
basis, with data being added from current polls as they arrive at the Roper Center or from older polls as they are acquired by the
Roper Center.

In addition to national adult data, a number of "special sample" surveys are contained in iPOLL. This number is growing as our
data librarians enter surveys from the Roper Center archives that were not previously included in iPOLL, as well as new surveys
as they come in. Special samples include national samples of women, men, parents, African Americans, gays and lesbians,
opinion leaders, clergy, and many others. 
 
iPOLL stores a great deal of information for each individual survey item in the database. Not everyone employing iPOLL will
need to use all this information, but the aim is to be sure that all the information you might need to understand a question, or cite
it accurately, is immediately available.
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iPOLL can be accessed through the Roper Center website or by going directly to the login page at
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/iPOLL/iPOLL_login.html. You can login by simply typing your username and
password into the appropriate box and clicking "Login." Further, you may choose to type in a unique session
identifier to track usage of different departments, units or individuals. Depending on your subscription terms and
conditions, you may be required to specify this session identifier.
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SEARCHING IPOLL -- BASIC SEARCH
Table of Contents

Once successfully logged in, you will be presented with the main search form. Survey questions are indexed by question text, subject category, 
survey organization and interview dates. Use these indexes to define your search criteria.
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Table of Contents

Boolean logic uses the terms "and," "or," and "not" as connectors between keywords or phrases to narrow the results of keyword searches.
Searches can be further refined through the use of parentheses. Some examples of Boolean searches in iPOLL:

Examples using "or" / "and" --  

Keyword(s) in "Search for" field  Search results

Prescription All questions containing the word "prescription" in the question wording.

 

Prescription or Social Security All questions containing either "prescription" or "Social Security" in the question
wording.

 

Prescription and Social Security All questions containing both "prescription" and "Social Security" in the question
wording.

 

Prescription and Social Security and Medicare All questions containing "prescription" and "Social Security" and "Medicare" in the
question wording.

 

Examples using parentheses --

Keyword(s) in "Search for" field Search results

(Prescription and Social Security) or (prescription and
Medicare)

All questions containing either "prescription" and "Social Security" or
"prescription" and "Medicare" in the question wording.

Prescription and (Social Security or Medicare) Same.

(Social Security or Medicare) and prescription Same.

 

(Prescription and Social Security) or Medicare All questions containing both "prescription" and "Social Security" in the question
wording, or the word "Medicare"

 

Examples using "not" --

Keyword(s) in "Search for" field Search results

Prescription not Social Security All questions containing "prescription" but not "Social Security" in the question
wording.

 

Prescription not Medicare All questions containing "prescription" but not "Medicare" in the question wording.
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(Prescription not Social Security) and (prescription not
Medicare)

All questions containing "prescription" but neither "Social Security" nor
"Medicare" in the question wording.

Prescription not (Social Security or Medicare) Same.

 

((Prescription and Social Security) or Medicare) not
income

All questions containing both "prescription" and "Social Security" in the question
wording, or containing Medicare in the question wording, but not containing
"income" in the question wording.
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iPOLL uses the percent sign (%) as a wildcard symbol. You can use the wildcard when you wish to search on
different forms of the same word without having to specify each form in the "Search for" field. For example, enter
"ethic%" when you wish to find questions containing "ethic," "ethics," "ethical," or "ethically."

Some keywords present problems in wildcard searching. If you are doing a search on international trade agreements,
you might be inclined to search on "import%" to find questions containing "import," "imports," "imported," or
"importing," but such a search will also retrieve thousands of questions containing "important" or "importance." In a
case like this, it is better to enter all the different forms of your keyword separately, or use the "not" option to rule out
the words you do not want included in the search.
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HEADING DEFINITIONS Table of Contents

Title: The title of the survey and the month and year when interviewing for the survey began.

Question text: The actual wording of the question as it appeared on the survey questionnaire.

Subpopulation/Note: In a case in which responses are not based on the entire sample, a description of the
portion of the sample whose responses are being reported appears here. This field might
also include information on questions in which multiple responses were allowed,
questions for which only partial responses are shown, questions asked in more than one
form in the same survey, and other question-level notes.

Responses: The response categories and percentages of the sample answering each way. Generally,
the percentages shown are weighted if the study contains a set of weighting factors.

Source information includes the following:

Survey organization: The name of the survey firm that conducted the research.

Research sponsor: When applicable, the name of the organization that commissioned the survey.

Population: The theoretical population from which the sample was drawn. While typically this is
United States national adult, some studies are based on special samples (such as national
samples of women or blacks).

Sample size: The total count of all completed interviews in the survey.

Interview method: An indication of the mode of interviewing--mail, telephone, or in person.

Interview dates: The beginning and ending dates of the period in which interviewing was conducted.

Study note: Includes any other pertinent information about the survey in which the question appeared.

Questions ID: The unique identifier assigned to every question in the database.

|

Original source copyright maintained by individual survey organizations.

Home | Text-Only | Search | Site Index | FAQ | Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Acknowledgments

© Copyright 2002 The Roper Center for Public Opinion Research
341 Mansfield Road, Unit 1164, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 06269-1164

860-486-4440 • fax 860-486-6308

 

 

 

Definitions - iPOLL User Guide

http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/ipoll.html
mailto:mmaynard@ropercenter.uconn.edu
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/text_only.html
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/search.html
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/site_index.html
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/ss_faq.html
mailto:rcweb@ropercenter.uconn.edu
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/priv_policy.html
http://www.ropercenter.uconn.edu/acknow.html
http://www.uconn.edu/


RELEASE DEFINITION Table of Contents

"Release" is a broadly defined term used by the Roper Center in three ways:

• To refer to the press release, published report, or other document in which data appearing in iPOLL
were publicly released by the organization that conducted or sponsored a given survey. An organization
often will not disseminate all the results from its survey at the same time, so the Center may obtain the
data for that survey from two or more separate releases.

• To refer to the point in time at which the Center received data from a given study by other means, such
as dataset acquisition.

• To refer to a portion of a very large survey that had to be divided up by the Roper Center for processing
purposes.

When you use the "survey details" function of iPOLL, you will view a list of questions that came from the same
release as your selected question. This list may or may not comprise the questions from the entire survey.

To view the results of an entire survey irrespective of the release they came from, click on "new search" and enter the
survey organization and beginning interview date of your selected question into the search fields.
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Results displayed in the search history option can be either from the current browser session or from searches stored by
the user in a previous session. Click on the desired search link to rerun that search.
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This feature stores only the criteria used to run the original search; it does not store the actual search results. 
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