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Polity Watch

State Realignments Across 19 Elections:

Note: The data shown in these tables are the percentage point margin by which the state’s Republican share of the
two-party vote for president exceeded (positive number) or trailed (-) the Republican percentage nationally.

1920 1924 1928 1932 1936 1940 1944 1948 1952
National 603 540 58.2 39.6 365 @ 448 459 45.1 55.1
Alabama -28.4 -28.0 -9.7 277 -26.1 -20.1
Alaska
Arizona -4.9 -12.7 0.6 9.1 -9.6 -8.8 -5.0 -1.3 32
Arkansas -21.0 -24.7 -18.9 -26.9 -18.6 -23.8 -16.1 -24.1 -11.3
California 59 3.2 6.5 2.2 -4.8 -3.5 -2.9 2.0 1.2
Colorado -1.0 3.0 6.5 1.8 06 6.1 73 14 52
Connecticut 24 75 -4.6 89 3.8 15 1.0 44 0.6
Delaware -4.6 37 7.6 11.0 8.4 0.3 -0.6 49 -3.3
Florida -29.5 -25.9 -0.3 -14.6 -12.6 -18.8 -16.2 -115 -0.1
Georgia -316 -35.8 -14.2 -31.8 -23.9 -29.9 -27.6 -26.8 -24.8
Hawaii
Idaho 5.8 -6.7 6.0 -1.4 -3.3 0.5 2.1 22 10.3
Illinois 75 48 -1.3 24 3.2 37 2.1 44 -0.3
Indiana 5.2 1.3 15 3.3 54 57 6.5 45 3.0
lowa 10.6 1.0 36 0.4 6.2 7.2 6.1 25 8.7
Kansas 45 7.5 13.8 45 95 12.1 14.3 85 13.7
Kentucky -11.0 5.2 1.1 0.6 34 -2.5 -0.7 -3.6 -5.3
Louisiana -29.8 -33.8 -34.5 -32.6 -25.3 -30.7 -26.5 -27.6 -8.0
Maine 86 18.0 10.4 16.2 19.0 6.3 6.5 11.6 10.9
Maryland 5.2 -8.7 -1.1 -3.6 0.5 -4.0 22 43 0.3
Massachusetts 82 83 -9.0 7.0 53 16 11 -1.9 -0.9
Michigan 12.5 21.4 12.2 48 23 5.1 33 4.1 0.3
Minnesota 10.3 -2.8 -0.4 -3.3 -5.5 29 1.0 -5.2 0.2
Mississippi -46.2 -46.4 -40.4 -36.1 -33.7 -40.6 -39.5 -42.5 -156.5
Missouri -5.7 -4.5 -2.6 -4.5 1.7 27 25 -3.6 -4.4
Montana 08 -11.5 0.2 -3.5 -8.9 -4.6 -1.0 -2.0 43
Nebraska 44 -8.8 5.0 -4.3 42 12.4 12.7 9.1 14.1
Nevada -3.4 -12.2 -1.7 -9.0 -9.3 -4.9 -0.5 22 6.3
New Hampshire -0.5 5.8 05 10.8 115 2.0 20 7.3 58
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1956 1960 1964 1968 1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992
-18.0 7.8 31.0 -29.4 1.7 5.4 1.9 17 58 10.2
1.4 4.4 19 26 9.9 36 7.9 6.2 2.1
36 6.0 11.9 1.4 40 84 9.9 76 6.6 1.1
-11.6 -6.4 49 12,6 82 -13.1 2.6 17 30 -1.9
2.0 06 2.3 4.4 5.7 1.3 20 1.3 23 -4.8
26 5.1 0.3 7.1 19 6.0 4.4 45 0.3 15
6.3 3.2 6.4 09 2.1 41 25 1.9 -1.4 1.6
23 05 0.3 1.7 -1.1 1.4 -35 1.0 25 2.1
0.2 20 10.4 29 1.2 1.4 48 65 75 35
241 | 121 156 | -13.0 143 -15.0 9.7 14 6.4 55
05 -17.3 4.7 18 0.1 7.8 3.7 8.6 0.7
38 43 10.6 13.4 35 1.3 15.8 13.6 8.7 46
2.1 0.3 20 37 -1.7 21 1.1 2.6 27 3.1
25 55 5.1 6.9 5.4 53 53 29 6.4 55
17 7.2 -0.6 96 3.1 15 06 5.5 -8.9 -0.1
8.0 10.9 66 1.4 7.0 45 7.2 75 24 15
3.1 4.1 28 0.4 27 2.4 1.6 12 2.1 39
-4.1 -20.9 183 | -199 46 2.0 05 20 0.9 36
13.5 75 73 0.3 0.8 09 -5.1 2.0 19 7.0
26 3.1 -4.0 15 06 -1.3 65 6.3 2.3 -1.8
19 9.9 -15.1 -10.5 | -155 7.6 8.8 76 8.0 -8.4
1.8 0.7 5.4 1.9 4.5 38 1.7 0.4 02 -1.0
3.7 0.3 25 1.9 -9.1 6.0 -8.1 9.3 7.5 55
329 | 248 486 | -209 17.5 0.3 1.3 31 6.5 12.3
75 0.2 25 15 15 0.5 05 1.2 1.6 35
0.3 16 2.1 72 2.8 48 6.1 17 1.3 23
8.1 12.6 8.9 16.4 98 1.2 14.8 1.8 6.8 92
0.6 -0.7 2.9 4.1 30 22 11.8 7.0 55 27
87 39 2.4 8.7 33 6.7 7.0 9.8 9.0 0.2
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Republicans and Democrats Swap Heartlands

Number of times state voted more
Republican than the country

1920-1992 1920-1952  1968-1992
out of 19 out of 9 outof 7
elections elections elections

5 0 4
7 NA 6
12 2 7
4 0 3
10 5 3
15 8 5
12 8 3
10 6 3
7 0 5
5 0 4
3 NA 2
16 6 7
12 7 2
18 8 7
14 9 3
19 9 7
9 3 5
6 0 5
15 9 4
6 4 1
7 6 0
12 9 3
4 4 0
5 0 4
8 3 4
9 3 4
17 7 7
10 2 6
17 8 7
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In 1920, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota, Vermont and Wisconsin were
the Most Republican

1920 1924 1928 1932 1936 1940 1944 1948 1952
New Jersey 7.3 8.2 16 8.0 3.1 3.1 3.1 52 1.7
New Mexico -5.6 -5.5 0.8 -3.8 0.0 -1.5 0.5 -2.2 0.3
New York 43 1.8 -8.4 1.7 25 32 1.4 09 04
North Carolina 171 -14.4 -3.3 -10.3 -9.9 -18.8 -12.6 -12.4 -9.0
North Dakota 17.5 -6.3 -3.4 -11.6 -9.9 10.3 79 71 15.9
Ohio -1.8 43 8.7 74 0.9 3.0 4.3 4.1 17
Oklahoma -10.1 -11.2 55 -12.9 -3.8 -2.6 1.7 -7.8 -0.5
Oregon -0.1 -3.0 6.0 2.7 -6.9 0.8 1.0 4.7 54
Pennsylvania 55 1.3 7.0 1.2 43 15 25 58 -2.4
Rhode Island 37 5.6 -8.7 37 38 -1.6 -4.6 -3.7 -4.2
South Carolina -56.4 -51.8 -49.7 -37.7 -35.1 -40.4 -41.4 -41.3 -5.8
South Dakota 04 -4.3 2.0 5.2 6.0 12.6 12.4 6.7 14.2
Tennessee -9.1 -10.5 2.9 =71 5.7 -12.4 -6.7 -8.2 -5.1
Texas -36.7 -34.1 -6.3 -28.4 -24.2 -25.9 -29.3 -20.8 -2.0
Utah -4.4 -4.7 -4.6 14 -6.7 7.2 -6.5 -0.1 3.8
Vermont 15.5 24.2 8.7 18.1 19.9 10.0 1.2 16.4 16.4
Virginia -22.4 -21.2 -4.3 -9.5 -7 -13.2 -8.5 -4.1 1.2
Washington -4.3 -1.8 89 -5.7 -6.6 -4.2 -3.7 -2.4 -0.8
West Virginia -5.0 -4.5 0.2 49 27 -1.9 -0.8 -2.9 -7.0
Wisconsin 10.8 -16.9 -4.7 -8.4 -6.2 35 45 1.2 59
Wyoming 2.1 -1.6 55 1.2 1.0 241 5.3 22 76
D.C.
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In 1992, Alabama, Mississippi, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Carolina, and Virginia
Led the Republican Parade

Number of times state voted more
Republican than the country

1920-1992  1920-1952  1968-1992

1956 1960 1964 1968 1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 outof19 | outof9 out of 7

elections elections elections
73 -0.3 4.6 27 09 21 13 13 28 32 17 9 7
04 -0.1 19 84 03 25 42 09 15 | -0.1 10 4 5
38 2.2 7.2 09 22 05 40 | 50 | -69 3.5 10 8 1
-8.1 16 53 3.9 838 -3.8 1.4 a1 48 6.0 5 0 4
43 59 34 125 1.4 36 135 6.0 26 6.8 15 5 7
37 38 14 1.8 1.1 07 08 0.1 16 09 17 8 6
2.3 95 58 43 13.0 20 9.8 98 45 52 10 1 7
2.2 3.1 2.5 6.4 83 | -02 2.4 29 6.8 4.9 7 5 1
-0.9 -0.8 -3.8 08 1.6 -0.3 .1 55 27 | 13 9 8 1
0.9 -1341 -19.4 -11.6 7.7 -3.9 -13.5 =71 -9.5 -8.4 5 4 0
-32.2 -0.7 20.4 -5.3 10.1 -4.9 -1.3 4.8 8.1 10.6 5 ¢} 4
10 87 59 9.9 65 24 9.8 42 -0.6 a3 14 6 5
-8.2 34 6.0 5.6 7.0 5.1 2.0 -1.0 45 5.0 5 0 3
2.1 1.0 20 | -35 55 0.0 48 48 26 32 5 0 5
7.2 53 6.8 13.1 6.9 14.4 221 15.7 12.8 6.0 12 2 7
14.8 9.1 -4.8 9.4 2.0 6.4 -6.3 -0.9 -2.3 -7.0 14 S 3
2.0 29 7.7 0.0 71 13 23 35 63 75 9 1 B
3.5 12 -1.1 17 -3.8 2.0 1.0 -3.0 49 | 54 4 1 2
-3.3 2.2 64 | 26 29 6.1 54 | -37 5.9 2.0 4 3 1
42 23 -0.8 45 7.3 0.2 2.8 4.8 5.8 -0.6 8 5 1
27 55 49 12.4 83 113 | 119 | 117 71 22 18 8 7
240 | 252 | 391 |.-315 | -373 | -451 | -381 | -283 0 0 0

Note: The data shown in these tables are the percentage point margin by which the state’s Republican share of the two-party vote
for president exceeded (positive number) or trailed (-) the Republican percentage nationally.
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