To Clone or Not to Clone

New Issues: Genetic Engineering

However the Question Has Been Posed,“Genetic Engineering”

Has Found Strong Public Opposition

Question: [Genetic engineers]...believe that some day it willbe
possible for parents to have their genes changed in order to
make sure that any children they have are smarter, physically
stronger, or better looking. Would you be interested in chang-
ing your genes in order to have your children be improved in
those ways, or do you think that is going too far?

'Not sure 3%

Would be interested

It's going
too far 88%

Source: Survey by Louis Harris and Associates for Business Week,
November 1-4, 1985.

Question: ...Scientists believe that some day it will be possible
for parents to have their genes changed in order to make sure
that any children they have are smarter, stronger, or better
looking. Would you be interested in changing your genes in
order to have your children be improved in those ways, or do
you think that's going too far?

Not sure 2%

Would be interested

It's going
too far 87%

Source: Survey by Princeton Survey Research Associates, January
17-20, 1991.

Question: Do you approve or disapprove of the use of genetic engineering to...?

...make it possible for nations to
produce large numbers of indi-
viduals with genetically desirable
traits

Approve | il 8%
Disapprove e j 88%

pearance

...improve a person’s physical ap-

Approve 25%
Disapprove g 5 %

...establish embryo banks from
which prospective parents could
select a child with genetic charac-
teristics they desire

Approve
78%

Disapprove

Source: Survey by Yankelovich Partners for Time/CNN, December 2, 1993.

Question: [f it becomes possible, do you think the cloning of
humans should or should not be allowed?

Should 10%
Should not 5 i 87%

Question: If cloning animals enabled scientists to produce
new, lifesaving drugs or medical techniques, then should it be
allowed, or not?

Should 42%

shoutd not | NS 6%

Source: Survey by ABC News, February 24, 1997.

Question: Do you think it is acceptable to use cloning
to...reintroduce extinct species?

acceptable
70%

Question:
to...reproduce livestock?

Do you think it is acceptable to use cloning

Not sure

Acceptable

acceptable
62%

Source: Survey by Opinion Dynamics for Fox News, March 5-6, 1997.
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To Clone or Not to Clone

Question: Which do you think is more likely—that the new cloning techniques will help solve some of the problems that the
world faces, or that cloning will create more problems than it solves?

Everyone Men Women

Not sure Will solve
problems

Not sure
Will solve

Not sure __
c problems

Will solve
problems

8 will create i Wil create

problems
74%

Question: In general, do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea to clone animals such as sheep?
Everyone Men Women

Good idea

Bad idea

Good idea

Bad idea

Good idea l 20%

Question: In general, do you think it is a good idea or a bad idea to clone human beings?

Everyone Men
Good idea Good idea Good idea
Bad idea 93% Bad idea 91% Bad idea ) 95%

Question: Do you think it is against God's will to clone animals such as sheep, or don’t you feel that way?

Everyone Men Women

59%  Yes, against God's will l 51%  vyes, against God's will

Yes, against God's will

No, not against God's will No, not against God's will 41% No, not against God's will

Question: Do you think it is against God’s will to clone human beings, or don't you feel this way?

Everyone Men Women

Yes, against God's will | 74% Yes, against God's will 69% Yes, against God's will

No, not against God's will

No, not against God's will No, not against God's will

Question: Do you think you would or would not eat meat from animals that are clones?

Everyone Men Women

Not sure Not sure Not sure

Do not eat meat 2% Do not eat meat 1% 8%
\ Would \
\{ eat ‘

33% -

Would not

noteat \ 43%
eat \

Would not eat
64%

56% 48%

Source: Survey by Yankelovich Partners for Time/CNN, February 26-27, 1997.
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